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ge ining the tremendous odds against which we labored to bring this’ | 
election about, we do not believe there is a doubt in Rio Grande City or any- 
where else that the workers at Starr Produce Co.Inc., won a tremendous moral 
victory. The vote~- 14 to 14, with 3 challanged votesj yet to be decided. 

We are confidenh that futther action by the National Labor Relations Board 
‘will rewult in certification of the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, 
AFL-CIO, as the lawful barganing agent for the employees of Starr Produce.40o. 

There is no arguing that the election was a significant step twards wiping 
out centuries of feudalism, decades of controlled politics and vears of star- 
vation wages and unconscionable working conditions in Starr County. 

The tie vote is not.yet a decisive union victory, but certainly it is a 
victory of democracy ofer fear. Fourteen workers resisted a multitude of coer- 
cive acts, threats and d eliberate misinformation because of their fervent de- 
sire for a better life for themselves and their families, 

This election shows that workers can organize without demonstrations, pickets, 
or boycotts, when they have freedom of deeision with National Labor Relations 
“act coverage and protection. (This right is unavailable to field workers}. 

The courage of these workers has issued an unequiovacal challange to manage~ 
ment. They can live up to this challenge by removing all stumbling blocks and 
recognizing the. right of workers to’organize and bargan collectively. Such 
commemdable action would speedily relieve the strain and strife in this county 
and would remove the necessity for cdntinmed ecomomic loss by both employers 
and the workers. We feel the argument that the workers of the Rio Grande 
Valley have no interest in labor unions died with this election. 

UFWOC continues its policy of encouraging immediate 
negotiations to better labor-management relations 
in this area. At the same time,it reiterates its 
readiness to fight for the rights of faim workers 
who have placed their hope and confidence in 
organized labor, and we point out to this end 
we contime to have the support of the mil- 
jonsoof Union members of this nation and 
10M the additional millions 66 friends, sup- 
porters and believers in democracy, 
freedom and social justice. 
* * * * 
/—~ Involved in this campaign, led by 
Eugene Nelson were Huelgistas Reynaldo 

De La Cruz, Elida Garcia, Domingo Arredondo, 

Gilbert Padilla, Bill & Irene Chandler, Tony 


BOYCOTT SOLIDARIT Yo LA CASITAL 


The nationwide. Boycott against La Casita brands of produce strengthens as 
time goes one In Corpus Christi, Harold Dickey, UFWOC Representative announced 
that over 90% of the wholesale and retail outlets and stores have supported 
the farm workers strike in Starr County, and refused to byuythese scab labeles. 
Harold has been working out of the Steelworkers Hall at 2325 Agnes, and besides 
the help of these unionists, the entire labor community there has come to the 
aid of the farm workers Gon!bcbuy campaign against La Casita Produce. 

In Houston, linda Lewis, UFWOC Representative there has been gathering 
much support for the boycott. Labor, Religious, Political, and Student groups 
héve shown their interest in the plight of the farm worker by not buying 
La Casita. 

In Austin the success of the boycott continues with the support of the Texas 
AFL-CIO, U.T. ¥Y.D.'s, U.-TesYMeC.A.-Y¥Y.W.CeoA-, U-T.S-DeS., etc. 

The San Antonio committee against La Casita is organizing now! For more 
info there, go to the International Building and see Richard Rheader or Susan 
Baker in room 407. Other offices and staff are going to Chicago, Boston,and 
even New York City. TONY ORENDAIN WILL BE IN DALLAS:BENEFIT DANCE APRIL 22! 
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ACASITA RETALIATES: GOICO 


The Brothers Rochéster, Ray and Jim, ranch manaagers of La Casita Farms Inc., 
are always claiming that the Strike and Boycott of their produce doesn't hutp. 
Eit them why have they had to reduce the price of their lettuce so that it 
might sell-- for 5 cents a head! But nobody is touching their hot produce. 
They have had to change their shipping operations and push their scab produce 
to just a few areas in the Deep South. Former Texas buyers are not touching, 

Why is it that one morhing Strike Committee President Domingo Arredondo 

woke up to find boxes and boxes of rotting scab La-Casita Brand Lettuce 
cumped on the road right in front of his house? It couldn't be sold! 

AND, last week Pancho Medrano, an ex-heavyweight contender and now special 
representative dSrom Walter Reuthers UAW, was picketing with striking farm 
workers in front of La Casita and was challenged to fisht by Ray Rochester. 

If the Brothers Rochester. are not hurting from all the supnort for the 
strikers, why do why do they do. the things - they do? BENEFIT FOR FARM WORKERS, DALLAS4322 
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A farm labor dere ct that could set standards in agricultural states throughout 
the nation went into effect April 1, at three big farms owned by Di Giorgio Fruit 
Corpovation.-UFWOC won representational elections at the three ranches last sum- 
mer and fall. The balloting followed nearly a year of a strike and product boycott. 
The fringe benefits include a special fund involving health and welfare,dental 
Sension enc life insurance benefits which Di Giorgio agreed to pay $25,000 into 
and contribute five cents an hour per enmmloyvee for all work after 1967. Other 
benefits are’'a union shop, dues checkoff, grievance procedure, a safety committee, 
and a ban on discrimination in hiring practices. A year ago Di Giorgio said the 
same words as La Casita, but now they are setting precedents for the industryl 
This is just another example of what continued support for farm workers can do. 
Farm Workers are Helping themselves with their own leadership with your supporty 
This is the ohly way, WE CONTINUOUSLY NEED YOUK SUPPORT TO ORGANIZE. 


BISHOPS OF TEXAS URGE FAEM WORKER UNIONS-- The Catholic Bishops of Texas urged 
govarnmental bodies to create agricultural dabor relations laws. Aa&&o in their 
stat. nent they psec that farm workers “nave a duty to form and join hey ott in 
View of hein" ie) - fi > 
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